
PUBLIC ENGAGEMENTResearchers

The group provides input in several ways, including review of 
lay summaries for grant applications and final reports, design of 
patient  information sheets prior to ethical review, membership 
of advisory groups for new research directions and participa-
tion in dissemination activities for specific studies.
For more information about our public research users group, 
please email Mags Watson m.c.watson@abdn.ac.uk 
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Effective public engagement involves two-way communi-
cation and a collaborative, participatory approach be-
tween researchers and research users.  The Public Engage-
ment with Research Unit (PERU) and College of Life Sci-
ences and Medicine at the University of Aberdeen has es-
tablished a group of lay members recruited from the North 
East of Scotland, who will contribute to various aspects of 
the research journey. The aim is to achieve  public involve-
ment, not just engagement, in our research process.

Research Users

How it works Incentives

Examples of activity

Members sign a confidentiality statement and 
are asked not to discuss research materials out-
side the group.  Group members provide infor-
mation around non-preferred research topics. 
These are areas in which they do not wish to be 
involved, e.g. animal studies. Four meetings per 
year complement regular email based activities.

Members are offered full reimbursement of travel 
expenses for attendance at meetings. In addi-
tion, members receive complimentary tickets to 
key events in the University calendar, including 
the annual May Festival.  Other ‘perks’ include  
discount booking at partner initiatives and prior-
ity seating at University events.
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Recruitment process

Group members were recruited through distribution of leaflets at research-based public events, such as 
Cafe Scientifique. A press release further strengthened the process. Respondents were stratified by age 
and gender. 20 suitable volunteers were idenified, of these 15 confirmed their willingness to participate.


